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ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER - DRUGS 
Statement by Member for Bassendean 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [12.58 pm]:  Every day this week The Australian has run a series of 
articles highlighting 400 severe adverse reactions to attention deficit hyperactivity disorder drugs, including the 
sudden death of a seven-year-old.  I applaud the Howard government’s Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
for Health and Ageing, Chris Pyne, for his strong response in asking drug manufacturers to explain why their 
products should not carry a black box warning.  I welcome the announcement by Queensland law firm Nicol 
Robinson Halletts that it will launch a class action against Ritalin manufacturer Novartis.  I am very pleased that 
the firm is thinking of broadening its action to include individual practitioners and even the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration, which has sat on this information for years.  The information saw the light of day only through 
freedom of information action.  Over the past decade I have heard hundreds of ADHD horror stories, in which 
parents have been denied their right to give fully informed consent to their children’s treatment.  Many children 
drugged on the basis of wishy-washy behavioural criteria have risked a huge range of side effects, ranging from 
common effects such as headaches, insomnia, tics, vomiting, anxiety, depression and faecal incontinence 
through to, in rare cases, suicide, heart attacks and strokes.  My decade-long experience has taught me that it is 
no good expecting the medical profession to police its irresponsible minority.  Unfortunately, the good doctors 
are just far too polite.  I encourage every parent whose child has suffered because they were not clearly told 
about the possible side effects and the subjective, pseudo-scientific basis of the diagnosis, to consider joining this 
class action.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm  
 


